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Club News 

From the 
Chairman 
 

Well its that time again, my how time is flying. As you can 
imagine, I haven’t been very far and that in itself throws up 
the odd problem with the cars. Take my ’78 Seville, it had a 
new computer last year and was running fine until the battery 
went flat and it was put on charge. Looks like it should have 
been disconnected (it wasn’t me), so it’s not running again.   
 

On the brighter side I got my ‘37 7523 running and it’s 
absolutely superb. You’ll remember at the beginning of the 
year (it seems so long ago now) I bought  a 2006 CTS from an 
old friend who used to be the Service Manager at the now 
defunct Buaer Millet.  He did all his training at the GM factory 
in Oshowa. He had completely rebuilt the car and it’s a dream 
to drive. Whilst things have been quiet and very hot, I’ve been 
using my convertibles, so the CTS has been in the body-shop 
for some paintwork.  
 

Talking of Oshowa, a GM Dealer in Toronto still has a few new 
2019 XTS’ for sale and has offered me one with a $10,000 
discount. It’s very tempting, a really nice car, just need to sell 
one or two of mine. 
 

Stay safe ,hope to see you soon, 
 

Peter B Griffith 
 
 

Rod Bevan 
 

Treasurer/
Membership 
 

New Members 
Welcome to new member David Snook of Wimborne in 
Dorset with a Cadillac LaSalle 50 1938 Flathead V8.  We look 
forward to meeting all our new and existing members when 
better times prevail. 
 

Classic Motor Show at National Exhibition Centre Friday 13th 
until Sunday 15th November 2020 
Exceptionally good news. The Classic Motor Show is to go 
ahead and with a Cadillac Owners Club of Great Britain stand 
in Hall 5.  Members, Julie Williams and Graham Pillon, have 
done a tremendous job in putting this together. More details 
within the magazine.   
 

Thanks to those members exhibiting, Tom Willis with a 1981 
Fleetwood, Paul and Angie Ross with their 1968 Coupe deVille 
and Graham Howard-Hall with his 1949 Coupe Deville.   
 

Alongside Julie and Graham these members have pioneered 
this venture and simply without their actions and 
commitment our attendance would not have been possible. 
 
 

 

My Car 50th Anniversary Edition 1999 with NorthStar engine 
I have been having a few issues with this car with its 
NorthStar engine.  Problems with overheating caused by a 
blockage in the coolant purge pipe at 
something I now know as the ‘hollow 
bolt’.  Its worth checking this if you 
have a NorthStar as it appears to be 
common problem and can lead to 
engine failure.  Hopefully, it is now ok.  
I will describe in detail what happened 
in the next issue as I do not want to 
claim full success at this point and 
tempt fate.  Here is a picture and 
location of this ‘hollow bolt’, so called 
because it is hollow and it is a bolt.! 
 

Stay safe but please enjoy the Caddy, 
 

Rod 
 
 

Phil Hole 
Editor 
 

I hope you all enjoyed the July-August edition, our first in ‘full 
colour’. It’s something I’ve wanted to do for some time and 
with advances in printing technology it has now become more 
affordable to clubs like ours. 
 

Over the past few months, many of us have caught up on 
maintenance that we normally reserve for the winter period. 
It’s a way of staying connected with our cars if we can’t enjoy 
driving them. It’s amazing how the tools available at 
reasonable cost to the home hobbyist have improved over 
recent times, not only making our lives easier but protecting 
our knuckles and lessening our reliance on sticking plasters. I 
dare say bad language has also diminished, but only slightly. 
 

I recently bought a battery power ratchet. At £35 
including a spare battery, I now wonder how I 
managed without it, those endless two click 
movements to undo a bolt that’s far too long are now 
a thing of the past. Of course there’s an overhead, you 
have to remember to charge the battery (I think that’s 
why they supply 2).  
 

That got me thinking about all the tools we take for 
granted until they stop working, the trolley jack that 
won’t lift to its full extent because it’s low on oil or an ’o’ ring 
needs replacing. Living in a throw-away society how much 
money is wasted buying new rather than just repairing?   
 

The same applies to car repairs. My daughter’s Fiat recently 
broke a coil spring (curse of a potholed road network), take it 
to a dealer and they’ll replace the strut, whereas the local 
garage just replaced the spring at a fraction of the cost.  
 

As always, thanks to all our contributors. 
 

Stay well & travel safely, 
 

Phil  
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Amos’ 
Autos 

‘Hanging out with the 
cool dude’ 

 
 
Hey Dudes, 
 

My good buddy, Derek Eaton told me about an interesting car, 
a V16 Eldorado, but this one wasn’t from the 1930s and the 
way in which it’s a V16 is pretty strange. The Mosler Twinstar 
Cadillac is so named because it has 2 Northstar engines. 

It looks like the rear wheels are trying to escape out the back 
of the car, it’s rear proportions ‘very Citroen’, but that’s the 
way it had to be 
with a Northstar in 
the trunk. 
 

Built in 2000 by 
Mosler Automotive, 
the quirkiness 
doesn't end there. 
The two engines had 
different power 
outputs, the rear 
had an ETC 300hp unit, the front, a base model 275hp and 
both had their own transmission. It also doubled up on ignition 

switches and gauges. 
Fuel economy was 
pretty dire from a 
combine 9,130cc, 
though 0-60 was 
achieved somewhere 
around the 5 second 
mark and a theoretical 

(would you want to try it) top speed of 200 mph. The price for 
all this was an Eldorado + $21,950 so total $70k in 2000. 
 

Of course, a brace of engines is nothing new, many 
manufacturers have experimented with the concept. The 1958 
2CV Sahara used two 
425cc 2-cylinder 
engines to give it 4-
wheel drive and a 
heady 24hp. Top speed 
was 62 mph. Notice the 
spare wheel mounted 
on the bonnet. 

A hole in the driver’s door gave 
easy access to the petrol filler, 
the tank being mounted under 
the driver’s seat probably as a 
warning to ‘drive carefully’.  
The rear end treatment was 
distinctive too. They sold in 
small numbers up until 1966. 
 

The twin engine idea wasn’t 
always a front/back 
configuration though. In 1959, 
eager to get as much power out of it 2-stroke engine, Saab 
motorsport experimented with 2 transverse 748cc 3-cylinder, 
2-stroke engines mounted side-by-side driving the front 
wheels through a modified clutch & gearbox assembly. 

 

Nicknamed the 
‘Monster’ it produced 
138hp and could 
achieve 122 mph, 
though there was a 
tendency for the rear 
end to lift off the 
ground at that speed. 
The torque coupled 
with front wheel drive 
also produced large 

amounts of understeer and the project was terminated.  
 

Leigh Spivey shared this photograph on our Facebook page. 

It’s a 1948 Cadillac Series 62 Cabriolet by Saoutchik.  Russian 
born Jacques Saoutchik, a cabinet maker, founded the French 
coachbuilding company in 1906 and specialised in high quality 
rebodies. His often extravagant designs were 
used on a variety of vehicle. Note the ‘fender 
skirts’ front and rear and the wicker design on 
the doors. If you like polishing brightwork, 
you’d love this car. 
 

Stay Cool Dudes…. 
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Lancaster Insurance 
Classic Motor Show 

with Discovery 
13—15 November 2020 at the NEC 

 

Thanks to a huge effort by Julie Williams and Graham Pillon, 
we will be there on in Hall 5 on Stand 5-950. We will have 3 
cars on display (see front page & opposite). 
 

Book online using Club Code CC639 for a £2 discount on 

Adult tickets. 
 

For details on staying safe at the show see: 
www.necclassicmotorshow.com/covid-measures. 
 

Parking at the NEC: It is cheaper and more convenient to pre-
book parking at the NEC. Check out the following website for 
latest info and to book your parking in advance.  
www.thenec.co.uk/visitors/parking/  

 

REMEMBER: Face masks 
will be compulsory, so 
don’t forget to bring 
yours. Look forward to 
seeing you there. 
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What a Beauty 
 

verses 
  

By Graham Howard-Wall 
 

Firstly, I would like to say a mega thank you to:  
Boultbee Flight Academy, at Goodwood Aerodrome, 

Chichester, West Sussex.  
 

I had this idea of 
comparing something 
British against my 
beautiful 1949 Cadillac 
Coupe Deville. (Yes I am 
bias about my car) But the 
British part was proving to 
be a bit tricky. 
 

A friend of mine is a pilot 
at Goodwood, so I asked him if it would be possible to do a 
photo shoot next to a Spitfire! He said he would ask his boss if 
that would be possible. Much to my surprise it was arranged a 
few days later.  
 

I arrived at their office in the Cadillac and was greeted by Tim 
(my pilot friend). He took me to the hangar where two 
Spitfires were parked. One was painted in camouflage colours 
and the other is a polished aluminium plane called "The Silver 
Spitfire"  

 

We pushed the 
Silver Spitfire 
outside and I 
parked the 
Cadillac beside 
it. Now the fun 
begins!  
 

Tim, Simon his 
colleague and 
myself 
proceeded to do 

the photo shoot. Taking all different angles and tried to get 
some reflection shots.  

 
 

The Silver Spitfire was built in 1943 at Castle Bromwich. It is a 
Supermarine MK IX which did 51 missions. Before lockdown it 
did a round the world trip, called "The Longest Flight".  

 

They also have a two seater Spitfire which you can go for an 
organised flight in.  
Thanks guys for a fantastic afternoon. As for the American 
verses English beauty, That is still a hard one to decide.  

 

"Secretly I think the Cadillac 

wins!"   

 

 

 

 

 

 

Ed, Whilst the Cadillac is clearly the more luxurious of the two 
(as you’d expect from Cadillac), it is slightly down on power 
managing only 160 hp compared with the Spitfire’s 1,030 hp. 
Then again, the Coupe deVille has room for 5 and takes less 
time to clean and is easier to park…. Not often you can say 
that about a Cadillac. 
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Mer fran Sverige 
That’s ‘more from Sweden’ as we delve into David Green’s 
Summermeet / Powermeet photos from past years… 

 
 
 
 
 
 

‘59 Eldorado Brougham 

Cadillac Grand Prix 
By Derek Eaton 

 

Like many other things Covid-19 has disrupted the IMSA 
Sportscar schedule this year.  
 

The first race was way back in January and won by a 
Cadillac.  Then there has been the forced break with some 

drivers sadly contracting the virus.  So, when racing restarted 
in early July some drivers were missing.  In the season’s second 
race Cadillac could only manage third.  On the 18th of July it 
was the turn of ‘The Cadillac Grand Prix of Sebring’, a Cadillac 
win would be great.  At the start of the last lap Cadillac were 
first, second and fourth.  When they crossed the line it was a 
clean sweep, all three places on the podium were 
Cadillacs.  Still races to go but Cadillac have made a good start. 

No 31 Action Express Whelan Cadillac DPi  followed by No 10 
Wayne Taylor Racing/Konica-Minolta DPi, with No 5 JDC-Miller 
Mustang Sampling completing the clean sweep….. 
 

Trade Deal…. Breaker 
 

It seems that Safety Experts are insisting any ‘Post Brexit’ trade 
deal with the US should exclude cars. Seems they are worried 
about collision with pedestrians and the fact that US rules are 
not as stringent as those in the UK. Add to that the size of 
some American SUV means they are less pedestrian friendly. 
Can’t say I’m surprised by this when the C7 Corvette ZR1 didn’t 
make the cut for sale in the EU and that’s only around 4 feet 
high. The dream of buying a new Cadillac is as far away as ever 
unless you go personal import…… 
 

Ed. Thanks to ‘Eagle-eyed’ Derek Eaton who spotted this. 
 

Cadillac—J. D. Power 
 

Ed. Thanks again Derek for the heads-up…... 
 

Not only did Cadillac top their relevant segments with the CT5 
and XT4 in the Initial Quality Study, they also performed well in 
the Customer Service Index Study. 
 

Now they have been placed 3rd in the APEAL study (it stands 
for Automotive Performance, Execution & Layout—and you 
just thought I couldn’t spell appeal:)), ranked behind Porsche 
and Lincoln and ahead of the likes of BMW, Land Rover, 
Mercedes & Lexus.  
 

In the Brand Loyalty Study (Luxury Segment) Cadillac didn’t 
fare so well coming in at 10th out of 13. Only 33.8% of Cadillac 
owners would stick with the brand for their next purchase, 
compared with 48% who would repeat buy a Lexus.  
 

On the plus side, the CT6 was named ‘Best Upper Midsize 
Premium Car’…. Sadly they don’t make it anymore. 

‘57-8 Eldorado Brougham 

1958 Series 60 Fleetwood Special 

1939 Sixty Special 
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Battery 
Replacement 
 

By Derek Eaton 
 

Like Rod (with his Pontiac Fiero, in the July - August edition), I 
too had to replace the side terminal battery on my ‘98 STS 
recently.  Being unable to source an ACDelco replacement I 
also opted for a NUMAX.   
 

The only problem was 
that the battery was 
shorter and therefore 
the vent tubes did not 
fit.  The solution was to 
visit my local aquatics 
centre and purchase 
some fish tank aerating 
plastic parts.  This 
consisted of two Air 

Elbows and some Air Pipe.  The air pipe was cut to size and 
connected to the elbow and the other end to the exiting vent 
pipe.  I then found, in an odds and sods box, two additional 
pieces of plastic tube which connected the elbows to the 
battery.  Unfortunately, I cannot remember where these two 
pieces originally came from.  This proves that keeping things, 
they will come in useful sometime.  Job done. 
 

Ed. Chance occurrence, Derek & Nola Eaton’s STS parked next 
to another one….. Not something you see every day 

My Little Caddie 
 

By Paul Ross 
 

Further to Paul Nieuwenhuis’ recent  'Little caddies' articles, I 
thought I would tell you about my 'Little Caddie' which is an 
original promotional model issued by General Motors in 1968. 
 

It is a 1:25th scale model (aprox 9 inches long), made of 
plastic  and these were used by Cadillac dealers as both colour 
samples ( the 
models being 
painted in the 
same colours as 
the full size 
versions) and also 
given out to 
purchasers of 

Cadillac cars and their children so that 'little Johnny could have 
a car just like dad's'   
 

These models were used 
mainly from the mid 1950s to 
the early 1970s and for 
obvious reasons any models 
still at the dealerships when 
the new year models  were 
introduced were simply 
disposed off (binned!) 
 

The models given out to purchasers also tended to have a 
short life as plastic models and small boys don't tend to go 
well together..... 
 

These models are therefore quite rare now and when they do 
turn up on sites like eBay they tend to sell for between $200 - 
$300 or even more if still in it's original box! 

Rock Auto Discount 
 

Here’s a Code for a 5% Discount  - Expires 18th October 2020 

14888972376119282  
 

To use this Code enter it in this box at check-out 

Model & the real thing, Paul is lucky enough to have both, in 
fact the model can often be seen on the rear parcel shelf 
and both are white with blue upholstery. 

Ed. Our top tip when buying from Rock Auto—Select the 
FedEx delivery option. You’ll pay VAT up front and (in most 
cases) what you order will arrive in 3-days.  
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Cadillac News……. 
 

Lyriq-ally speaking—Yes the 2023 Cadillac Lyriq broke 

cover on August 6th. Though still 2 years from production it is 
said that the show car is 80-85% production ready which 
means that some of the styling may not make it and there 
may be updating…. 2 years is a long time in automotive 
design, even if  time for the rest of us seems to fly by. 
 

Based on the next generation BEV3 platform the all electric 
offering will slot in size-wise between the ICE powered XT5 & 
XT6. 
 

So what of the powerplant? It will use the latest Ultium 
technology, it’s NCMA—Nickel, Cobalt, Manganese, 
Aluminium battery (not a Lithium cell in sight) will deliver 
100KWh of power and being integrated with the vehicle 
structure is said to allow for near 50/50 weight distribution, so 
handling should be good. Range is said to be north of 300 
miles with multiple charging options. 

 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 

Not likely (but who knows?) to make it 
to production are the extremely thin 
door mirrors (bit like looking through a 
letterbox) and the self parking option, 
though if other manufacturers are 
offering it by 2023, I can’t see Cadillac 
wanting to be left behind. 

 

One of the interesting 
innovations was the light-up 
Monochrome Logo and crest…. 
Reminiscent of the wreath in a 
modernist sort of way perhaps?  
 

The choreographed lighting 
sequence to greet the driver as 

they approach seems like a modern take on the annoying 
horn beep we used to hear when you pressed the remote to 
open the car….. A sort of ’look at me I’ve got a remote’, but 
we’ve all got them now, so the annoyance largely 
disappeared.  No doubt the light show will be configurable for 
those of us with a more introvert nature. 

 

I do like the way the 
fender moves for charging 
purposes, reminds me of 
some of the Bristol cars 
where the fender 
concealed the spare wheel 
& battery. To open, press 
the Cadillac badge at the 
top. 
 

Whilst an SUV may not be the purist’s choice for Cadillac’s 
next leap of innovation, it’s what the car buying public are 
told they want/need and that’s where the money is…… 
 

Talking of money, how much will the Lyriq cost? Prices will 
start below $60,000  for a base model which sounds like good 
value when compared to the competition….  
 
 
 
 
 
  

 
 
 
 
 
 For latest specifications and current model line-up visit www.cadillac.com 

Rear Wheel Drive will be standard with available AWD 
which means adding a second motor up front as in the 
photo above.. 

Inside the 33” LED dash-
board display will use 
different technology to the 
OLED screen on the 2021 
Escalade. Super Cruise will 
be available as will Heads  
Up Display (HUD). 
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Little Caddies 9 
By Paul Nieuwenhuis 

 

Well, I think this will be my final piece on scale model 
Cadillacs, unless I add significantly to the collection. One 
overlooked activity of GM’s prestige division is competition. 
Although not noted for being one of the world’s major 
sporting makes, Cadillacs have been and are being used in 
motorsport, both as works entries and used by privateers and 
independent teams. While competition use was sporadic in 
the early years and no pre-war models have been offered – as 
far as I am aware – things changed from 1950 onwards when 
Cadillac’s new V8 engine was one of the most powerful 
available, prompting others, such as Allard in the UK, to use 
them.   
 

Carrera Panamericana Mexico 
In 1950, Cadillacs were entered in the Carrera Panamericana, 

a race to celebrate 
the completion of the 
section of trans-
America highway 
through Mexico. This 
gruelling race 
demanded skill, 
bravery and reliable 

machinery. The event was run five times from 1950 to 1954 
and, although gradually attracting more European high 
performance machinery, Cadillacs featured each year. My 
model represents the 1954 car driven to 4th place by Ed 
Stringer in the Large Stock Class in that year’s event. That year 
was also the final Carrera. The black over yellow 1:43 model is 
by Vitesse of Portugal and, though now obsolete, can still be 
found second-hand. The event yields attractive models as it 
was one of the first that allowed sponsorship and, as a result, 
the cars make more colourful subjects than many other 
competition cars of the period.  

Le Mans 
Another major event that put Cadillac on the racing map was 

a bit closer to home. 
In 1950, 
multimillionaire 
Briggs Cunningham 
entered two 
Cadillacs in the Le 
Mans 24 hours. One 

was close to stock, with some minor performance upgrades, 
and was also modelled by Vitesse in 1:43 using the same basic 
model as the Panamericana model. It is known as ‘Petit 
pataud’ and is not yet in my collection. The other car was 

more spectacular, dubbed ‘Le Monstre’ by the French, it 
featured a bespoke aerodynamic body and an impressive 
replica of it exists within the club. Although several models of 
it have been offered in 1:43 scale, I felt the true impact of the 
car was best conveyed in the larger 1:18 scale, but none have 
been offered so far. For this reason, I made my own, using a 
combination 
of plastic 
sheet and 
aluminium. 
The car 
finished in 
11th place, 
behind the 
stock car in 
10th. It would have done much better, had Cunningham not 

driven it into a ditch, which 
caused some delay. The 
resulting damage to the front 
of the car is not replicated in 
my model!  
 

There then followed a less 
active period. Independent 
racers moved to other 
engines, such as Chrysler’s 

new Hemi, while Cadillac’s cars became less suited to 
competition, increasingly majoring more on comfort and 
luxury. Things changed with the turn of the century when 
various racing programmes where initiated. 
 

LMP 
In 2000 Cadillac launched its Northstar LMP racing cars to 

enter the American Le Mans program and also with a view to 
returning to Le Mans proper. The cars were run with some 
success for a couple of years. This was part of an effort to 
rekindle the firm’s sporting side with the imminent move to 
more sporting cars, exemplified by the CTS, XLR and the like. 
Several 1:43 scale models of the Northstar LMP cars have 
been made, finished in the livery for various events. Mine, 
however, is in 1:18 scale by Mattel/Hotwheels and features a 
removable engine cover revealing some powertrain detail. It 
also features working steering.  
More recently, Cadillac returned to sportscar racing with the 
Dallara-based DPi
-V.R. Models are 
available of these 
cars as well, but 
they are still 
current and not 
cheap, so I am 
waiting for a 
bargain on these.  
 

Continues on page 11 
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CTS-VR 
In the interim, Cadillac launched a racing car designed to 

resemble more 
closely some of its 
production cars, the 
CTS-VR. Although 
resembling the road
-going first 
generation CTS-V, it 
is heavily modified 
and was used from 

2004-07 to win the US manufacturers’ championship in 2005 
and 2007. From 2011, a racing car derived from the CTS 
Coupe was used, while its successor, the ATS-VR was 
introduced in 2014. Models have been made of the Coupe, 
but I do not have one in my collection. I do, however, have a 
1:18 scale model of the original CTS-VR. This was made by 
German firm AUTOArt in China and although nothing opens, it 
offers a good level of detail. Mine is the plain version without 
any race decals, showing off the shape of these black cars 
rather nicely.  
 

The Beast 
And now for something completely different. One type of 
Cadillac that is not easily categorizable, is the series of US 
presidential cars, known collectively as ‘The Beast’. A few 
models of these cars have been made in various scales and 
mine is in 1:43rd scale by Luxury Diecast. The real car is based 

on a stretched Escalade 
chassis with many 
modifications and this is a 
nice model of that car, also 
used by the current 

incumbent of the White House, President Trump.  
 

Paul 
 

Events 2020 Update 
The following events are still listed as ‘going ahead’ at time 
of publication.  
 

13th-15th November—Lancaster Insurance Classic Motor 

Show at NEC, Birmingham B40 1NT 
 

Recurring Events 
 

Newark Autojumble, Newark Showground, NG24 2NY. 
On the following Sundays throughout the year. 20th 
September, 25th October, 6th December. 
 

For Sale on our Website 
 

One of the services we offer on our Website is a ‘For Sale / 
Wanted’ section where anybody can advertise. The idea 
being that there may be things out there that Club members 
need/want or somebody out there that wants to buy 
something you have. So, it’s always worth a look at: 
 

www.cocgb.co.uk. 
 

In Need of a CTS Brake Servo? 
Kim Culley wants to sell a CTS brake servo, new; it was fitted 
but removed again when it was discovered that the original 
was not faulty. Will sell for £300 plus postage. Please contact 
Kim on kim.culley@gmail.com  
 

2009 Cadillac STS Sport Luxury V6  

Andy Krawchuk is offering for sale his STS Sport Luxury 
V6.  European spec and UK registered. The car is black with a 
black interior. It has covered 68200 miles and is MOT'd until 
October 2020.  £7800 ono.  Contact Andy at 07776 353535.    
 

The 3 Coupe deVilles 
Never mind ‘The 3 Tenors’ how 
about ‘The 3 Coupe deVilles’. 

Spotted by Southern Rep Graham 
Howard-Wall (well he brought one) 
at Beaulieu Simply American. Watch 

out for more photos in the next edition.  

mailto:kim.culley@gmail.com
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Cadillacs in the wild 
Roaming charges may apply at around a £1.15 a litre and 
rising………… 

 
 

   

 
 
  
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

                                                        Printed by Red Side Up Printers, Haverhill, Suffolk 

On the road again, John Munro 
heads out to the Bagshot Breakfast 
Meet at Pine Ridge Golf Course in 
Camberley in his  ‘58 Coupe. 

 

‘89 Fleetwood, resplendent in its new 
paint job, David Atherton’s been out with 
the spray gun too….. 

There’s something cool about a fender skirt 

Nearing the end of a long restoration, Ian D. 
Lloyd’s  ‘75 Eldorado looks magnificent. Ian 
painted the car himself  and at just under 19 
feet that’s a lot of paint. The blue is comple-
mented by the white interior and rag-top.  

500ci (8.2 litres) of V8 provides 
the motivation. 


