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From the Very Temporary  
Editor…….

It is with great sadness that I have 
to announce, in this special issue of the 
magazine, that Rob Maidment, our esteemed 
editor passed away in August of this year. He 
will be greatly missed.

I have taken it upon myself to put together 
this memorial issue of our Club magazine in 
memory of Rob and all the work and effort he 
has given to the Club over the last 20 years. On 
the following pages you will find messages and 
memories I have received from people in the 
Cadillac “family”. I have also reprinted Rob’s 
article published in the July 2000 issue of the 
Self Starter as a tribute to his enthusiasm and 
dedication to all things Cadillac, especially his 
beloved “altered” Seville, not to mention his 
writing skills.

We have now lost our Editor and Website 
Administrator so you will also find an appeal 
for assistance.

This issue may not be presented to Rob’s 
normal high standard but I hope where ever 
he is he will flick through the pages and be 
pleased with it.

Bob Thomas.
Treasurer.

Rob with the Dewar trophy at Brooklands.
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As we all know now, we have lost our 
temporary editor (as he called himself) Rob 
Maidment and it is a great loss to our Club.  Rob 
could spirit up facts and figures about Cadillac 
at the drop of a hat.  We thought we new it all 
and out of the blue would come some facts 
that we never knew about.  I got to know Rob 
at the time I was 
asked to be one 
of two candidates 
for “Chairman”. 
Rob preferred 
Chairman as 
every one else 
has a President 
he said. So the 
next Chairman 
I became 
with plenty of 
encouragement 
from him. He 
was always very 
constructive in 
his investigations 
and he left 
nothing to chance. A good example was when 
he investigated the story and obtained pictures 
of the Queen of Norway’s baby Cadillacs.  I 
and I think every one else in the Club had 
never heard of them. He also revealed in the re 
make of the Late Fred Bennet’s “Bennet Run” 
when Fred Bennet, the first Cadillac dealer in 
the country decided to visit a coastal town 
every day for seven days to prove Cadillacs 
reliability. Rob researched it and at our Grand 
National which he arranged at Crystal Palace he 
managed to have Sir Stirling Moss, (at reduced 
rate I may say) to attend and was very pleased 
when “Sir” and I discussed his amateur days. 

He also arranged, with our late Treasurer Ray 
Giles who I also miss, (Rob referred to him 
as the gentle giant) for a visit by Cadillac La 
Salle Club (USA) members to come over. 
A bus was arranged to take them to various 
places including a large Rolls Royce dealers, 
RAC headquarters, and then for the week of 
the Bennet run. There seemed to be nothing 
he could not find out or arrange.

His younger life was spent in South Africa, 
and he often talked of the “Chicken manure 
car”, which was a Cadillac of 1939 vintage 
that had been used as a coop for a farmers 
chickens. I have a great picture of him sitting 
on the top of it.

Then there 
was his pride and 
joy, the Cadillac 
Roadster he had 
built out of an 
early Cadillac 
Seville. He said 
the rear Seville 
doors were used 
as the 2 doors  
on the roadster, 
reversed.  He took 
me for a ride in it 
one day, its still 
a blur. That thing 
just leapt away.  

His long standing editorship of our magazine 
will be very much missed, and he never let us 
down it always appeared on time. 

I will miss him as will the rest of our 
committee along with long standing members. 
He was a great asset to our club and will be 
hard to replace. I hope he rests in peace but 
I think he will be finding out things were ever 
he is.  

Our “Temporary” Editor Rob Maidment.

COCGB _ July-August 2016

Chairman.....
Peter Griffith

Alan Reed and Rob discuss camera operation at the AGM.
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Rob Maidment 1943-2016.

The first time I spoke to Rob was on the 
telephone, 20 years ago, nearly to the day. The 
phone rang in the evening, I answered it and 
for the next ten to fifteen minutes I listened 
intently to Rob explaining how he came to 
be interested in Cadillacs, how he built a 
roadster out of two 70’s Sevilles, how he was 
researching distant family links with Henry 
Leland, how he was researching Rolls Royce 
links with Cadillac. I didn’t say one word during 
all this. Then he asked “Do you think it is worth 
me joining the Cadillac Club?” I replied “You 

had better join and find out” There was silence 
at the other end for quite a few seconds.  Then 
he said  “ You’re right! I will.”  There began 
a twenty year relationship with the Club and 
mutual interest and friendship with myself. That 
initial conversation on the phone summed us 
both up really. Rob was passionate about what 

he believed in and what he was interested in, 
always very positive and he always said about 
me “you’re from Yorkshire, you say it as it is, 
black and white, and to the point.”  

Robs work for the Club has been invaluable 
over the years. Always there to help with the 
shows we organised at Coombe Abbey when 
we had our own show each year. Then taking 
on the Editors roll for the magazine and sorting 
out the website. He was chief organiser and 
fundraiser for the Bennett Run in 2003. He 
liaised with the Americans when he and I were 
sorting out the affiliation with the Cadillac La 

Salle Club. One thing is for 
sure, the Club would not be 
half what it is without his work 
and input and he will be sorely 
missed.

On a personal note 
I will greatly miss our 
occasional evening telephone 
conversations. Sometimes 
it was Club business, other 
times just a chat. The last time 
I communicated with Rob was 
an e mail a few weeks ago 
asking if the piece I had done 
on the Cadillac Museum was 
OK for the magazine. “Looks 
great to me” was the reply. 

I wish I had telephoned now, instead of e 
mailing, for one last chat.

Bob Thomas.
Treasurer.
COCGB.

COCGB _ July-August 2016

Treasurer,
Bob Thomas

Rob Maidment in conversation with Sir Stirling Moss
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Rod Bevan
MEMBERSHIP 
SECRETARY

New members

A very warm welcome to new members this 
time: Andy Green of North Somerset with a 1958 
Coupe Deville, Mike Palmer of Bristol with a 1959 
Coupe Deville, Matthew Monks of Wigan with a 
1993 Fleetwood Brougham Hearse, Neil McDonald 
of Stockport with a 2012 CTS-V, Mark Stephenson of 
Rugeley with a 1976 Eldorado convertible and Brent 
Humberstone with a 1990 Seville.  Andy and Mike 
joined the club at Blenheim. 

Rob Maidment

It was very saddening news that Rob passed 
away recently.  Very unexpected and a shock to 
us all.  Our condolences and thoughts go to the 
family at this difficult time.  Rob was always very 
helpful when I took over the role of membership 
secretary.  He will be very much missed and very 
much remembered. 

Shows

At the AGM it was suggested that we look at 
venues for future events.  ‘The Stratford upon Avon 
Motor Festival’ is one that I will be attending in 2017.  
Members will need to book via the festival website 
for this event.  Hatton will continue for next year 
together with Tatton and Blenheim.  These were 
very enjoyable.  Billing was mentioned as a possible 
venue but I have received mixed reports from those 

that attended in 2016.  Let me know!

Interest was shown in staging a Grand European 
event in the future.  Other Cadillac clubs throughout 
Europe have hosted events in France, Holland 
and last year Switzerland.  Next year is the turn of 
Denmark and then France in 2019.  So, I suppose 
we would be looking at 2021 or 2023.  This would 
need a lot of support from members.  Yes, we would 
have a few years to arrange it but we would need to 
commit ourselves this year to hold such an event.  
We would need to establish a dedicated group 
willing to fulfil this task.  Those members interested 
in this venture please contact me so that I can put 
you contact with other members willing to join this 
dedicated group.

The club had a stand at Tatton and Blenheim.  
Very nice shows and of course Bob Lucas added to 
his trophy collection by collecting just four awards at 
Rally of the Giants with his magnificent 1933 model.  

Face book

If you’re not using the club Face book page, then 
you should be.  Any problems logging on then let me 

know. I will send you the Face 
book link to our page.  If you are 
using another family member’s 
account or a pseudonym also 
let me know, because if I don’t 
recognise you I can’t let you in. 

I have recently been 
sending information by e-mail 
to members.  If you are not 
receiving these e-mails then 
please update me with your 
current e-mail address.  This 
will be most important in the 
future as much information will 
be via e-mail and Face book. 

That’s all for now folks!  
Best wishes

Rod Bevan

Parts wanted

Gorgio Goergiue is looking for some body parts 
for his 1955 Coupe.  He needs a boot/trunk lid and 
also a windscreen trim.  If you are able to help give 
him a call please on 0208 8860565 or 07985 643998 
or on e-mail gag0511@hotmail.co.uk

Rob’s Roadster

COCGB _ July-August 2016
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Rob Maidment.

I  first met him at the Rally of the Giants,  
I think  it was 2001, and I drove a baby blue 67 
Eldorado I had just restored. Rob put my car 
on the cover of the COCGB magazine later on.

Then in 2003, at the  Grand International,  
I drove my diamond white 70 convertible. I felt 
sad that I was almost alone from entire CLC 
Europe, as no one else from Europe attended 
and I was sad also for Rob, after all the work 
done.

This is when I decided I should do some 
thing, because it was a special event (the 
oldest Cadillac was there, driving ). I thought 
about doing the Grand European shows.

Oh yes, Rob always spoke about his Seville 
project he did. In 2006 one of the COCBG 
members gave me a book from Robert 
Maidment, with the story about he’s Seville 
project. Some times he called me (I know he 
also had regular calls with the founder of the 
CLC, Norm Uhlir)  talking about his Seville (I am 
a great fan of the Seville, especially the bustle 
back). I  wonder what will happen to his Seville 
roadster, but it would be fantastic for it to be in 
the CLC Museum in Hickory corners MI. Rob 
is part of the CLC family, and his personality 
should be in the CLC museum, on the wall of 
fame.

COCGB is an early CLC affiliate, the Cadillac 
Dewar trophy and more ....

Well, for me England was always the 
European anchor place for CLC US.

Dirk van Dorst.
CLC Europe.

From  
Europe…… 
Dirk van Dorst.

From left to right..Al Hass, Ron van Gelderen, Dirk 
van Dorst, Rob Maidment, Steve.

COCGB _ July-August 2016
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COCGB – March/April 2013

For Sale: 1964 Coupe de Ville. Sage green
with matching interior (a bit stained), excellent
bodywork, and new MoT. I’m looking for
offers around £9,000, though no offer will
be considered derisive! For more infor-
mation call Chris Soar on 07909-036600
or email c.p.soar@btopenworld.com.

For Sale: 1976 Eldorado. Black
leather interior and in excellent overall
condition. I’m looking for offers around
£13,000, though no offer will be consid-
ered derisive! For more information call
Chris Soar on 07909-036600 or email
c.p.soar@btopenworld.com. 

For Sale: 1975 500cu-in engines. I
have two, both partially dismantled.
£150 each. Both require complete rebuild.
Also 390cu-in crankshaft, ground 40-thou, at
£50. Will need to collect from Castleford, West
Yorkshire. For further detail, contact Paul on
07831-149485.

Parts Wanted:
For ‘67 Fleetwood. I
am looking for a
replacement driver’s
side manifold as mine
has cracked. Contact
Andy on 01740-
644148, or by e-mail
at BLICK6@aol.com 

Club
Shop

T-shirts & Sweat-
shirts with embroi-

dered Cadillac
badge. 

–  Black or Grey; L, XL

& XXL  –
T-Shirts:- £9.95ea, Sweat-shirts:- £16.00ea,

plus £1.95 per item p&p.

All-new black sew-on embroidered Club
badges

with either original or new Cadillac logo

Embroidered Club badges:- £7.95 incl p&p.

Black Club Caps:- £6.75 incl p&p

Circular Club screen Stickers:- £1.50 incl
p&p.

Send Cheque or P.O., payable to COCGB
to:- Kathy Reed, 57 Silkstream Road,

Burnt Oak, Edgware, Middlesex, HA8 0DD.
Telephone: 0208-201-0147.

Market
Place

Printed by Red Side Up Printers, Haverhill, Suffolk

Chris Soar’s two Caddys parked up at home in the UK

The finished vehicle referred to by Mark Whitehead in January’s magazine
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YOUR 
CLUB 

NEEDS 
YOU 

 
 
 
 
 
With the sad loss of our Editor we now need someone new to take over the post. 
Could you help out and support the Club in this important position? We also need a 
Webmaster to look after the website. It doesn’t need to be the same person. If you 
know your way around a computer and have a little time to spare please get in touch. 
The Committee was stretched before but we seriously need more help now.  
 
The magazine is not all that difficult. I put this one together, without special software, 
in a few hours over several days. With the fantastic help of our printer, Red Side Up, 
it was much more straightforward than I thought. The website should take even less 
work as there are no time constraints and just needs updating periodically so can be 
done as and when convenient. 
 
This will probably be the last magazine you receive until the Editors’ post is filled so 
please be patient with us. 
 
Please contact any of the Committee if you think you can help.  
 
Thank you. 
 
Bob Thomas. 
Treasurer. 
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