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Club News 

From the Chairman 
I happened to be 
on the point of 
serious stress 
when I was 
rescued by the 
care home unit 
nurse who gave 
me a good talking 
to and suggested I should not take my wife home again for 
the day, instead I should go out and get some fresh air and 
sunshine, so that’s what I did. I put the top down on my ‘91 
Cadillac Convertible and went out for a drive. New Brighton is 
part of my town and the beach is only 10 mins away, so I 
went down and drove along the front. I have never in my life 
seen so many cars and what appeared to be permanent 
motor homes, well they never seemed to leave!  
 

There were thousands of cars I mean thousands, both sides of 
the road and on the separating pavements, they were 
everywhere. I thought of all the road fund licenses, petrol tax 
and car parking fees we pay to government and councils, they 
are raking in millions…… Shame we have to put up with the 
deplorable state of our roads with potholes and unkempt 
verges, but why do we put up with it??? 
 

Well, I’ve got that off my chest so back to club matters. The 
AGM this year had a few more attending and was very 
interesting, we have some real thinking guys on the 
committee and they are doing a fine job. They have all the 
problems to work out about this new General Data Protection 
Regulation, and I can see the government is going to have a 
few unrealised problems in the future especially when people 
are owed money and the response to ‘how should we contact 
you’ has been ignored, but we will have to wait and see.  
 

A change of venue for future AGMs was disgust and Gaydon 
was thought to be a good place, so we will be looking into 
that. I am determined to attend the show this year and if 
anyone is interested I’ve a couple of cars going on the market. 
 Hope to see you at shows and happy motoring, 
 

Peter B Griffith 
 

Rod Bevan 
 

Treasurer/Membership 
 

New Members 
A warm welcome to new members Robert Jones of Cheshire 
with a 1958 Coupe Deville, Neil Sandberg of London with a 
1976 Eldorado, Robert Hepburn-Evans from Shropshire 
looking for a 1964 hardtop and also Graham Howard-Wall of 
Chichester with a 1949 Coupe Deville.  A very warm welcome 
to you all.  Thank you those that have renewed and updated 
me with current information. 

 

EU General Data Protection Regulation (GDPR) 
It is important that the club’s data base is kept up to date.  
You will all have received information from various 
organisations with regard to GDPR that store your 
information.  You will have made choices as to how that 
organisation may contact you.  GDPR regulations have been 
around for a while but organisations have until 25th May to 
comply.  The club has to comply with these regulations and 
members have to make a selection as to how they want the 
club to contact them.  All organisations need positive consent 
to contact you and you have a choice as to whether you want 
to be contacted and to control how that contact is made. 
There is no longer the common approach to opt out, it must 
be positive consent. 
 

Those members due to renew their memberships will have a 
‘Renewal Form’ with this magazine. If not, or it gets mislaid, 
let me know and I will send you another. Be sure to select 
‘Yes’ or ‘No’ to all of the options. If you pay by bank transfer, 
then make your selections and post the form back to me or e 
mail me your choices. 
 

Don’t forget no form no contact.  You will still get your 
magazine and can change your options at any time.  
I will contact, or will have already contacted, other members 
about their GDPR options shortly. 
 

AGM 2018 
The club’s AGM was held on ‘Drive it Day’, Sunday 22nd April.  
Your committee attended travelling from Liverpool, Bristol 
and Hereford.  So, it was disappointing that so few other 
members attended.  Thanks to those that attended and for 
your positive contributions and suggestions.  
 

Minutes are included within the magazine and your 
attendance encouraged for our next meeting.  Club fees have 
been held for many years and whilst we have a healthy bank 
balance it was felt that an increase was necessary.  Postage is 
an ever increasing factor.  Not to increase would have meant 
a net loss this year, worsening in following years.  It was felt 
that a £5 increase was the sensible long term solution.  I think 
you have to agree membership is still good value. 
 

AGM Venue and Date 
We discussed the place and date of the AGM.  The date, it 
was expressed, may be inconvenient as there are numerous 
‘Drive it Day’ events around the Country.  Also a change of 
venue may get an improved attendance and participation.  
We decided to investigate having the AGM in October and to 
look at the Motor Museum at Gaydon and the Motorcycle 
Museum near to the NEC, Birmingham.  The venue would not 
have to be fixed.  Coventry Motor Museum would also be an 
option.  Other suggestions of venue are welcome. 
 

Many thanks to Judith, our Secretary, for the AGM minutes.  
Not an easy task when items are discussed. Very much 
appreciated, thanks Judith. 
 

Shows 2018 
You will be aware that I recently became temporary 
Treasurer. No nominations were received for the post so I am 
willing to continue in that role for the next twelve months.  I 
will also continue as Membership Secretary.   

 
Ed. Rod’s words of wisdom continue over the page 
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The two roles fit together quite neatly and with changes in 
data protection means that data is more secure and 
traceable. 
 

Ok, so that leaves the club with a vacancy of Show Organiser.  
No nominations at the AGM, so the post is vacant.  It can be 
filled on a temporary basis for anyone willing.  May be we 
need more of a shows coordinator.  There are many shows 
that as club members we attend throughout the show season.  
We are a relatively small club with about 170 members  
scattered around the country, so it is not easy in these busy 
and expensive times for members to travel too far.  At the 
same time we have the cars, it is our hobby, and they are cars 
so why not drive them? 
 

Anyone considering the role or having suggestions to move 
forward with this discuss it with me please or any committee 
member.  Area representatives are needed to take this 
forward as well.  Use ‘Facebook’ or give me a call. 
 

We will have a club stand at two shows this year, at Hatton, 
near Warwick and also at Rally of the Giants, Blenheim Palace. 
Members of the committee will be there and we will have our 
own parking area with hospitality area, drinks and so on.  
Please join us. 
 

*****Renewals please complete Data protection section. It 
is important for us all.***** 

 

Bye for now.  Enjoy the sun, it’s out there somewhere! 
 

Rod 
 

Driving the CT6 3.0 TT  
 

By Ken Pandolfi 

Just back from Canada where I had the great pleasure of 

driving my friend Brian’s Cadillac CT6 3.0 TT.  Now, I’m used 
to driving old clunkers from the 60’s and 70’s. I find Caddies 
from that era beautiful to look at – stunning design, great 
lines and wonderful proportions.  But they were pretty short 
on gadgets and gizmos compared with today.  
 

This Caddy, however was absolutely bristling with 
technology.  I really enjoyed the heads up display (my first 
time using) and the fantastic 32 speaker Bose sound system. It 

took me a while to get used 
to the rear mirror camera – 
instead of a reflection in 
glass it plays a camera feed 
onto the “mirror”.  And I was 
shocked (literally) by the 
seats which vibrated  - a 
system that replaces the 
parking sensors – your 
posterior zapped in a 
position corresponding to 
the approaching object. I 
would like to meet the 
person who invented this 
and just ask……why?  LOL, as 
the young people say.  
 

So, it was a really new and 
interesting driving 
experience which I greatly 
enjoyed.  You’ve probably 
guessed that the TT in its name stands for twin turbo and I 
can tell you, when that pedal is pressed, this thing picks up its 
skirts and heads for the horizon at a fair rate of knots. I 
couldn’t detect any turbo lag.   A great car to drive. But it got 
me wondering… could you imagine something like my old 67 
Eldorado 2 dr – but with modern running gear and all the 
new  technology?  Purists would hate it – but I think I would 
kinda love it. All the looks of the classics plus all the benefits 
of the technology. Someone must have done this already……. 
a custom build, no doubt at a custom price. Nice to dream. 
 

Ken 
 

Phil Hole 
 

Editor 
 

Best laid plans and all that, sadly my Sedan deVille wasn’t at 
the AGM, I arrived in a Chevy which they kindly let me park 
with the posh cars —Thanks Alan.  As to the Cadillac, I’d just 
finished cleaning it and the aircon compressor decided to do 
it’s own thing and noisily disintegrate itself. It started with 
clutch and just went on from there.  All fixed now and 
converted from R12 to R134a by Laurels Garage in High 
Littleton. 
 

RockAuto in the US had all the parts and they were delivered 
within 3 working days of ordering, seems if you select FedEx 
as the shipper they will also collect the VAT. Yes, it’s a few 
pounds more but there are companies in this country that 
can’t deliver that fast. Need something from RockAuto? Here 
is a 5% discount code valid until 8th July 2018. Use it as many 
times as you like before the expiry date. 
 

The discount code is: 8306478772341937 
 

Enter the code in the "How did you hear about us" box 
without any other numbers or characters. 
 
Phil  

It may look like a mirror image 
but it’s actually  the feed from a 

camera 
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Amos’ 
Autos 

‘Hanging out with the 
cool dude’ 

 

Hey Dudes, 
 

Weather was good at the 
AGM. It was wonderful to meet up with friends old and new. 
So, I thought I’d look at a couple of the cars that turned up on 
the day, starting with Clive Jackson’s 1990 Eldorado. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Billed as Cadillac’s Personal Luxury Coupe, the Eldorado 
shared its distinctive ‘notch-back styling with the Seville which 
had 2 extra doors. This model ran from 1986—1991 and was a 
further downsize on an already downsized model, losing 16 
inches in length and a hefty 350 lbs, that’s quite a diet.  
 

Despite these reductions it’s still over 15’ 11” long and 6’ wide 
and only looks small against previous Cadillac models. It still 
fills Clive’s garage to the point where it couldn’t be any bigger. 
Interior space though was similar to the  previous model. 
Interestingly, there was no Eldorado convertible option as this 
had been taken up by the Allante.  
 

Power came from a 4.5 litre sequential port fuel injected V8, 
driving the front wheels, it produces 180hp and is capable of 
123 mph and  0-60 in 9.5 seconds.  
 

One of 13,610 
Eldorado’s built in the 
1990 model year, it 
was priced at $28,855 
from the factory. Cool 
car Clive. 
 

 
Back in time and on the bigger side with a capital ‘huge’ we 
have Graham Pillon’s  ‘60  Coupe deVille. 

If you stand close to it and can see both the front 
and back at the same time, there’s nothing wrong 
with your peripheral vision! it’s 18’ 9” (though it 
looks more like 25), the sort of car that, back in the 
day said “I’ve arrived” and taken up all of the 
driveway. I just dig those tailfins, more slender than 
the rocket-ship ‘59s but still a serious presence.  
 

Weighing in at 2.2 tons, it has a 390ci (6384cc) V8 
producing 325hp and 430ft lbs of torque to propel it down the 
road. Fortunately, Graham’s car has a gas conversion which 
makes the fuel consumption a little less painful on the wallet.  
 

One of 21,585 Coupe deVille models produced that year, it 
had a base factory price of $5,252. That’s around £44,000 in 
today’s money. Great car Graham.  
 

And here are the other cars 
that joined our Cadillac 
ensemble. 
 

Paul Nieuwenhuis’ CTS 
Sport Luxury  Sedan, is a 
superb modern Cadillac. 
This one has 18” factory 
wheels and a CTS-V style 
grill. Its 3.6 litre V6 puts out 
255hp and drives through 
the rear wheels.  

Paul & Angie 
Ross’ 1968 
Coupe deVille, 
another car with 
road presence 
at just under 18’ 
9” long , this has 
the 472ci 
(7729cc) engine. 
 

The Chairman’s 
milk float, yes 
it’s an Escalade 
Hybrid that 
moves away 
silently. They 
don’t make 
them any 
more. 2 pints 
please.  

 
And finally, my personal 
transport, the Northstar 
powered ‘99 DeVille.  
 

All goes to show Dudes, 
whatever the size, 
Cadillacs rock. 
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Judith Bevan 

Secretary 
Minutes of the Cadillac Owners 

Club of Great Britain Annual 
General Meeting 

Sunday 22nd April 2018 11.00am  
Brandon Hall Hotel, Main Street, Brandon, Coventry CV8 3FW 

 

PRESENT: Peter Griffith (Chairman), Rod Bevan (Membership 
Secretary/ Events Organiser), Judith Bevan (Club Secretary), 
Phil Hole ( Editor),  Lin Hole, Paul Ross, Angie Ross, Paul 
Nieuwenhuis, Alan Reed, Kath Reed, Graham Pillon, Julie 
Davies, Clive Jackson, Nigel Jackson. 
 

Apologies 
Ken Pandolfi, Web Manager. 
Kath Thomas. 
 

Agree Minutes of last meeting 

Minutes were agreed by members present as correct. 
Proposed by Paul Nieuwenhuis (1482) and seconded by Peter 
Griffith (82) 
 

Matters Arising 
Club shows  
Rod reported that the club did not attend The Henley 
Traditional Boat Show last year– Henley on Thames as 
arrangements with the organisers failed.  The previous year’s 
attendance was not well attended by club members. There are 
no plans to attend this year. 
Data Protection 
Rod reported that with new legislation regarding Data 
Protection, which comes into force May 2018, would have an 
impact on how the club keeps club members details. Rod said 
he is working on this along with Phil and Ken. Details to follow. 
Banking 
Rod reported that he had taken on as a temporary measure 
the role of Treasure and responsibility for the banking of club 
membership fees. Rod reported that the club now uses Lloyds 
Bank for transactions. 

 

 

Chairman’s Report 

 

Peter welcomed everyone to the meeting and for bringing 
their cars on ‘drive it day’. Peter, once again expressed his 
disappointment at the poor turnout for the AGM.  
 

Death of Bob Thomas 
Peter gave tribute to Bob Thomas who sadly passed away on 
7th January 2018. Peter said that Bob was irreplaceable and 
that his loss not only to the club but also to all who knew him 
was huge. Peter extended his sympathy to Kath, Bob’s son 
Richard and all of Bob’s family. 
 

Alan and Kath Reed gave tribute to Bob saying they have lost a 
dear friend. All present at the meeting extended their deepest 
sympathy to Kath and family and paid tribute to a man who 
loved Cadillac.  Rod said that Bob had great knowledge 
regarding DVLA and valuations and would go the extra mile to 
help anyone who needed assistance. Rod said that the club 
needs someone to step forward to take over this area of 
responsibility. 
 

 
 
Treasure’s Report 
 
 
Rod reported that on a temporary basis he had taken on the 
role of Club Treasurer. 
 

Rod reported that the accounts balanced and there was a 
good reserve of funds -£8,000. 
Rod reported that there are currently 170 members. 
 

Rod proposed that the club consider raising the membership 
fee. Currently new members pay £25, existing members pay 
£20 and overseas members paid £30. A general discussion 
took place and it was agreed by all present that the club gave 
very good value for money and that there had not been an 
increase in club fees for the last 8 years. I was decided that 
annual fees should go up by £5. New members will pay £30, 
existing members will pay £25 and overseas members will pay 
£35. 
Proposed by Paul Nieuwenhuis (1482) 
Seconded by Graham Pillon (1476) 
 

A general discussion took place regarding the purchase of 
more signage for display at the club shows. All present felt the 
signs purchased last year bearing the Cadillac crest were a 
great enhancement to the club stand. Graham said that 
feather flag signs used at other car shows were effective and 
asked if the club would consider purchasing some bearing the 
club logo and Cadillac crest. No objections were voiced. 
Graham Pillon and Julie Davies (1476) agreed to research 
cost, production and report back to Rod. 
Accounts were accepted by Peter Griffith. Proposed by Phil 
Hole (1105) and seconded by Alan Reed (62) 
 

Merchandise 
 

Rod and Phil reported that both companies used for 
merchandise had decided not to supply us, as orders were too 
small. The set up fee for merchandise companies is about 
£200 so not cost effective when compared to number of items 
sold. 
 

Graham said he knew of a company called Focal Images who 
supply merchandise to other car clubs. Phil asked how they 
distributed the goods, as all items need to be posted directly 
to the purchaser. On line ordering by club members also 
needed to be factored in. 
Graham agreed to send Rod the contact details of the 
company  
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Editor’s report 
 
 
 
 

Phil thanked those people who had contributed in some way 
to the content of the magazine, be that an article, photo, hint, 
tip or a heads-up. 
 

Phil said that the club had maintained (overall) a “home 
grown” content, by which articles were not imported in from 
other publications. The only exception was the ‘Cadets” 
Cadillac’ article by John G Teasdale which appeared in the 
January/February 2018 issue. This was written for Windscreen, 
the magazine of the Military Vehicle Trust, and was suggested 
by member Jeff Harrison and was very ‘Cadillac relevant’. 
 

Phil said trying to get people to contribute remains a big 
challenge. To date, during his tenure as editor, 18 members 
have between them submitted 24 pieces for inclusion in 9 
magazines. Over the period only 4 feature cars and 2 hints/
tips have been sent in. Also not inundated with photos. 
 

Phil said the upshot of all of this is that rather than a ‘bank’ of 
material it is a struggle issue to issue. However, Phil said his 
intention is to keep the magazine as varied as possible. 
 

Phil reported that The Bob Thomas Celebration issue had good 
support with 12 direct contributors (2 from non-members) 
and 4 messages picked up from the Facebook page. Phil 
thanked everybody who took the time to send something in. 
 

Phil thanked Red Side Up, who print and distribute the 
magazine at a very reasonable cost. 
 

Phil said his aim is to get the magazine out at the issue mid-
point, so the May/June (AGM) issue will go to the printer 
around the 14th May and should hit doormats at the end of 
May/beginning of June. 
 

Peter thanked Phil for his work as Editor. All present gave their 
thanks. 
 

Web Managers Report 
 

Ken sent his apologies. Rod reported on Ken’s behalf that all 
was well with the website and that changes would be made in 
light of the new Data Protection legislation May 2018. 
 

 
 
Show Organiser Report  
 
 
 
Rod reported that we as a club tack onto other organised car 
events those being Hatton, Rally of the Giants and Tatton.  
Rod reported that this year the club would be at the following 
car shows:- 
Hatton Country Park 24th June 2018 
Rally of the Giants at Blenheim Palace 8th July 2018 

Details of all the events can be found in the club magazine. 
Rod reported that the club would not be attending the Stars 
and Stripes Car show at Tatton Park.  
 

Alan suggested that the club should go to the Stars and Stripes 
event at Tatton. Phil said the Show Organiser does not 
necessarily have to attend the shows but that the club needed 
support from other club members who attend shows to 
represent the club. Rod said that if any club members who 
would be willing attend Tatton Park to represent the club to 
contact him directly. 
 

Rod said that club needed member support at shows and also 
called upon Area Reps to come forward and organise shows in 
their area. 
 

Angie and Paul Ross said they would be happy to have a 
feather flag signs to take with them at shows that they attend. 
Rod agreed that once costings had been received from 
Graham and Julie Pillon regarding feather flag signs further 
action would be taken. Rod thanked Graham, Julie, Angie and 
Paul for their support. 
 

Graham asked if the club had an event at the NEC. Phil said 
that the club was too small for such a venue.  
 

Phil reported that the European Cadillac Club shows seem to 
have gone out of step. The failure of the Danish event, last 
year, was a disappointment to many.  Rod said this year’s 60th 
Anniversary event seems to have brought next year’s planned 
French event forward, leaving a gap for next year.  No 
European club has come forward to host an event for 2019.  
 

Area Representatives’ Report 
 

No reports received from Area Reps 
 
Election of Committee 

The current Committee stood down. 

Members were re-elected as follows: 

Chairman:   
Peter Griffith   Proposed Paul Nieuwenhuis (1482) 
                           Seconded Clive Jackson (822) 
 

Treasurer: 
Rod Bevan       Proposed Phil Hole (1105) 
    Seconded Alan Reed (62) 
 

Editor:   
Phil Hole          Proposed Alan Reed (62) 
                          Seconded Paul Nieuwenhuis (1482) 
 

Web Manager:  
Ken Pandolfi   Proposed Judith Bevan (664) 
   Seconded Rod Bevan (664) 
 

Membership Secretary:    
Rod Bevan      Proposed Phil Hole (1105) 
   Seconded Clive Jackson (822) 
 

Show Organiser:      Post Vacant 
 

Secretary:                              
Judith Bevan  Proposed Phil Hole (1105) 
   Seconded Graham Pillon (1476) 
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Any Other Business 
 

It was proposed by Alan Reed (62) that Kath Thomas be made 
an honorary member of the club. All present at the meeting 
agreed to the proposal. Phil Hole (1105) seconded the 
proposal. 
 

The Bob Thomas Award 
Phil proposed that the club have a specific award for 
outstanding contribution to the club. It should be a member’s 
award, which would exclude Committee members.  
A discussion took place as to what constituted outstanding 
contribution. Some felt it could be for a restoration project, 
others that it could be for someone who had gone the ‘extra 
mile’. All present agreed in principal that it was a good idea. 
Phil agreed to investigate further. 
 

AGM - change of Venue and Date 
Rod proposed that the club consider an alternative venue to 
host the AGM in a bid to encourage more club members to 
attend. 
 

Rod also suggested that “Drive It Day” might not be the best 
day to have the AGM as club members have other events to 
attend. 
 

Rod, as an example, contacted Gaydon Car Museum who 
have facilities to host car club meetings. As part of the 
package tea/coffee would be made available on arrival and 
each attendee would be issued with a 10% discount meal 
voucher to use in the café/restaurant.  Free admission to the 
car museum would also be available. 
 

A general discussion took place with suggestions of 
alternative venues. Nigel and Clive Jackson suggested the 
Birmingham Motorcycle Museum and Coventry Car Museum. 
It was suggested that the AGM date be moved to October 
when hopefully club members may have more time to attend 
the AGM. 
 

Clive Jackson suggested we have an interim meeting in 
October at Gaydon to see what attendance is like. 
All present agreed, in principal, to the changes and that an 
extra meeting in October would be a good idea.  
Rod agreed to contact Gaydon to arrange a club meeting in 
October and to contact other venues for details of facilities. 
 

Date and Venue of AGM 2019 
TBA 
 

Minutes taken by Judith Bevan, Club Secretary 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 
 

 

 

 

The room in lively discussion. A big ‘thanks you’ to all 

those that attended. 

 

Resident ‘Cool Dude’ Amos couldn’t resist wearing the 

toy Lin had made for him during the meeting. 

Graham discusses engine compartment work in progress 

on his ‘60 Coupe deVille 

The Committee—3 sharp minds and the Editor 

Well 3 out of 4 isn't bad 
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 Cadillacs at Large 
 

Spotted at the Pre50AAC get-together at Yate, near Bristol. 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

If you fancy going along, they meet up on the 3rd Thursday of 
the month at Frankie & Benny’s, Link Road, Yate, BS37 4FT. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

‘77 Fleetwood 
Brougham, Out of  
Winter Hibernation  

By Andy Fenwick 
 

The caddy has only recently come out of 
its winter slumber and it’s had a fair 
amount of mechanical fettling, including 
overhauled carburettor and usual 
change of fluids. Also, the timing was 
slightly out and was stalling when cold 
but all sorted now. There are also a 
couple of new hoses under the hood just 

to improve it the look of the engine 
bay.  
 

The car is a 77 Fleetwood Brougham 
with only 37500 miles on it. It’s a true 
survivor car totally original. It’s not 
perfect as there are some very minor 
bodywork imperfections and the 

chrome has some minor pitting but polishes up ok. I like the 
fact it’s original and feel that once it’s restored it’s just not 
the same but each to there own.  
 

As you can see from the pictures it’s still in really good 
condition for over 40 years old. It was imported to Ireland 
when new for a family who only used it for 1 month per year 
while at there holiday home. In 1990 it was imported into the 
UK. A man from Hartlepool bought it off what he said was a 
dodgy character in London to find out it wasn’t registered. 
Once he registered it he had a knock on the door from the 
police as there had been a shooting in London carried out 
from a Cadillac. The police took him in for questioning but I’m 
pleased to say it wasn’t my car, different model. That chap 
met me at a local show last year and told me the tale. He sold 
it in 1994 to a collector near Pickering who had over 30 cars. 
He put it in Leyburn auctions in 2017 and that’s the start of 
my story of owning it.  
 

I really enjoy cruzin in it, but balance the 
family commitments also. It’s great fun 
and drives very smoothly with power 
steering, brakes and electric windows, 
bench seat. I’ve bought many 8 tracks off 
eBay and that’s always fun when people 
ask me what there are. My mates don’t know what they are 
and I suppose why should they, I was born in 1983 before the 
car and 8 tracks.  I’ve now registered for historical vehicle 
status and more importantly fee free road tax, so it was 
cruzin to the beach at Saltburn by the sea to celebrate.  

 

Andy 

Nick Parker’s ‘73 Sedan deVille 

Greg Horn’s ‘60 Series 62 Coupe 

‘89 Coupe deVille 

‘41 Convertible 

‘57 Fleetwood 60 

‘69 Convertible 
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Events 2018 
10th June – Pre’50 American Auto Club, Bristol All American 

Car Show at Yate Football Ground, Lodge Road, Yate BS37 7LE 
 

10th June – Stroud Classic Car Show, The Playing Field, Old 

Bisley Rd, Stroud, Gloucester GL5 1NL 11am-5pm. No need to 
book, just turn up, no entry fee. 
  

16th-17th June— Bristol Classic Car Show at  Royal Bath & 

West Showground, Shepton Mallet BA4 6QN.  
  

22nd-24th June—AACUK Summer Nationals at Hatton 

Country World, CV35 8XA 
  

30th June-1st July— Stars & Stripes at Tatton Park, WA16 

6QN 
  

8th July— Pre’50 American Auto Club, Rally of the Giants at 

Blenheim, OX20 1PP 
  

15th July—Lancaster Insurance, Sherborne Classic and 

Supercar Show , DT9 5NR. See www.classic-supercars.co.uk 
for details. 
  

30th Augus-2nd September—European Cadillac LaSalle 

60 year Celebration, Richelieu, France. For up-to-date 
information/details see or website www.cocgb.co.uk.  
 

2nd September— Brooklands American Day, KT13 0QN. 

See www.brooklandsmuseum.com/whats-on/american-day 
for details 
  

14th-16th September— AACUK Autumn Nationals at 

Drayton Manor, B78 3TW 
 

16th September – Classic Car & Bike Show, Old Down 

Country Park, Tockington, Bristol, BS32 4PG. See 
www.olddownestate.co.uk 
  

16th September— Tenterden Lions Classic Car Show, 

10am-4pm, Little Halden Place Farm, Cranbrook Road, 
Tenterden, Kent TN30 6UL. Entry £5 per Car including Driver 
and Passenger. Full details and entry forms available on the 
Tenterden Lion Club website:  
www.tenterdenlionsclub.co.uk /car-event-2018 
 

Recurring Events 
Haynes International Motor Museum, Sparkford, BA22 7LH. 
On the first Sunday of each month (September second 
Sunday). Haynes run a breakfast club open to all marques. See 
www.cocgb.co.uk for dates. 
 

Redhill Village Hall—Classic Car Meets, Church Road, Redhill, 
North Somerset BS40 5SG. All makes welcome and free entry, 
dates for 2018 are as follows: 
 

Sunday Breakfast Meets 0900-1100 
20th May and 7th October 
 

Thursday Evening Meets 1900-2200 
21st June, 19th July and 16th August 
 

 

Need an events publicised? 
Let me know, or go to add an event on www.cocgb.co.uk. 
 

Club Merchandise 
We are still without a supplier, see AGM minutes for details of 
where we are with this. 
 

Old Club Shop 
There are still some great bargains available, Contact Alan & 
Kath Reed on 0208 2010147 for details….. 

Cadillac chief out as 
revival stagnates…….  
 

That was the headline in the Detroit News as Johan de 
Nysschen found himself out of a job, replaced by GM Canada 
President, Steve Carlisle. Whilst it’s easy to blame de 
Nysschen’s vision for the lack of sales other than in China 
where they sell more than in the US, there are other factors to 
take into account.  
 

The quality and technology of the ‘new wave’ of cars cannot 
be denied, they are equal to, or better than their foreign 
competitors, so why aren’t they selling? There’s been a lot 
written recently about the lack of SUVs and a sedan heavy line 
up, yet BMW, Mercedes and Audi still do well with their 
sedans. Could it be a question of ‘Badge Fashion’ or in 
Cadillac’s case ‘Badge out of Fashion’.  
 

This isn’t helped by the belief in  the USA that imports are 
better and perhaps in it’s ‘home’ market, because it’s not 
foreign it’s not ’designer’ enough in a world dominated by 
designer labels where peer pressure plays a big part in a car 
purchase, it’s not so much about what you want/like to driver, 
more what you should be seen to be driving. 
 

Then there’s that dreadful word ’demographic’ and that need 
to appeal to a younger buyer. What is a younger buyer? In my 
case it’s anyone without a bus-pass. I guess that’s why the 
wreath disappeared from the badge and it got bigger on the 
radiator grill. Yes it’s all very well but you shouldn’t ignore 
your older customers especially when they are loyal and living 
longer.  
 

The ‘move’ to New York aimed one assumes to take the 
company up-market doesn’t seem to have paid dividends, but 
why should it, Cadillac is already an upmarket brand but 
perhaps GM have forgotten that.  
 

An article in the Detroit Free Press by Auto Critic Mark Phelan 
suggests much of the fault lies with GM rather than its 
outgoing president, because they lack vision of what Cadillac 
should become. As the article says, Cadillac sells great 
vehicles, but not in the segments customers crave.  
 

Ed. Thanks to Graham Darby who came across the Detroit 
Free Press article. 
 

http://www.tenterdenlionsclub.co.uk/car-event-2018
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And my other car is…… 
 

By Alan Reed 
 

I bought my 1987 Buick Station 

Wagon 2 years ago when I 

exchanged it for a Ford Explorer. 

I’d bought the Ford as a run-

around, in Halifax, West Yorkshire 

and stopped off on the way home for a cup of tea with Bob 

Thomas. He was impressed with the condition and told me it 

was the best motor I’d had in 25 years. 

As it was Christmas Eve, I headed home down the A1 and 

arrived just as Father Christmas was starting his rounds. On 

Christmas Day Kath and I went to see our daughter and on 

Boxing Day we visited our son. Nice as the Ford was, I just 

couldn’t get comfortable in it, so two days later I swapped it 

for the Buick Station Wagon. The bloke said he’d been looking 

for a left-hand drive Explorer for 18 months and he was so 

keen on the deal, we met at Watford Gap Services and I drove 

home in the Buick. My neighbours call it ‘the shed’ as we can 

get so much stuff in it.  

Though it’s a Buick, it has the 307ci Oldsmobile engine. It has 

3 rows of seats (the back 2 fold flat) and a two-way tailgate, 

vey handy for taking the club stuff.   

First thing you 

notice is the 

rear window 

goes up and 

down. 

 

With the window 
down the tailgate 
will fold down to 
reveal the 
cavernous load 
space.  
 

 

6 seats not enough? 

These rear facing 

ones fold up from 

the floor—neat 

 

With the window up or 
down, you can open the 
tailgate to the side. Not 
for the indecisive……. 
Now which way shall I 
open it today. Great car 
Alan, it gets the ‘Cool 
Dude’ seal of approval. 

Alan and Kath’s Buick at Hatton 

Enough room for everything—there’s probably a kitchen 
sink in there somewhere. 

Buickfacts: 
Engine: V8 307ci (5033cc) 
HP: 140 @ 3200rpm 
Torque: 255ftlbs @ 2000rpm 
Transmission: 4-speed Auto 
Top Speed: 108mph 
0-60: (for the boy racers): 13.4secs 
Length: 220.3in (Just over 18’ 4”) 
Width: 79.8in (Just under 6’ 8”) 
Height: 58.5in (a half inch over 4’ 10”) 
Weight: 4239lbs (just under 38cwt) 
 

Ed. We  can’t end without a glimpse of the magical tailgate, it’s 

workings are best described as ‘Technical Wizardry’ 
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Market Place 

 
FOR SALE: 1964 Cadillac Convertible. Imported from the USA 
in 2010 by Bob Thomas, this award winning car has been 
loved and cherished, with many parts being either refurbished 
or replaced. Fitted with air-shocks at the rear and sporting a 
new convertible top and refurbished interior this car is in 
excellent condition. This wonderful Cadillac could be yours for 
£19,500 ono. 
Contact: Kath Thomas on 01450 850349 or 
Email: kathryn412@icloud.com 
———————————————————————————————————————————————————————

FOR SALE: 1974 Cadillac Eldorado convertible. This car is in 
average condition, there are some scratches, chips and the 
seats are a bit worn. On the other hand the car had a new 
crate engine around 5 years ago so it runs smoothly once 
warm. It has the 8.2L engine, there’s 59,000 miles on the clock 
and an MOT until May 2018. Asking price is £6,000. 
Contact Dave Percival on 07480040313 
——————————————————————————————————————————————————————–— 

 
FOR SALE: 1978 Cadillac Seville. Recently resprayed I original 
black and with full black leather interior. With 75000 original 
miles on the clock, this car comes with wire spoke wheels (not 
shown in photo) and a new battery. £8,500 ono 
Contact Peter Griffith, 0151 6301414 or   
Email: v8v12v16@globalnet.co.uk 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 

FOR SALE: 2001 Cadillac STS. Right Hand Drive with a full 
year’s MOT. Requires new cylinder head gasket……Offers? 
Contact John Draycott on 01733347269 
———————————————————————————————————————————————————————— 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

FOR SALE: 1973 Cadillac Eldorado. With many new parts , this 
car has had over £18000 spent on it, including a new padded 
roof. The car is in  Firethorn red and has the later ‘78  front 
end conversion. £10,750 o.n.o. Would  consider taking a late 
model RHD Cadillac in p/x, but must be in excellent condition. 
Contact Peter Griffith, 0151 6301414 or   
Email: v8v12v16@globalnet.co.uk 
—————————————————————————————————————————————————————— 

FOR SALE: 1954 Series 62 Sedan. High spec car in the hands of 
current owner since November ‘99.  Resprayed and 
retrimmed  in the late ‘90s the car also has a continental kit. 
Current mileage 36257.  Offers around £20,000. See website 
for more details. Contact Dave Jamieson, 07779923887 or  
Email: davidcyclops@hotmail.co.uk 
_____________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

For these and other items for sale, check out the website at 
www.cocgb.co.uk 

 

Hope to see you at  Hatton and 
Blenheim, but whatever 
you’re doing, Drive Safely 
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